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Announcements:

Mondays
Mondays

Registration for Winter Courses: Winter registration
will open online at 12:00 noon, Wednesday, December
13th. Register in person at the Alaska Heritage Museum
at Wells Fargo (301 W. Northern Lights Blvd.) from 12:00
noon to 3:00 PM the same day. In-person registration will
also be held the following Tuesday, December 19th, from
10:00 AM to 12:00 noon at the Alaska Heritage Museum.

Chocolate or Cheese: Take Your Pick
Chocolate

Registering for Courses with Sections: Please be
aware that if you register for a course, trip or hike that
has sections, you will no longer be able to register or put
yourself on the waiting list for more than one section. This
is a change of policy, and the reasoning behind it is that it
will allow more people to register for field trips or special
classes that accommodate only 12-15 participants. From
now on, you must choose one section and one section
only, i.e., the website will not allow you to be waitlisted for
more than one section of a course or registered for one and
waitlisted for others.
Fees: Pay membership or course fees online by credit card
or contact Member Support at 231-0095 to pay with cash
or check. And here’s a tip: Make sure your membership
is current before you sit down to register for classes. If
you don’t, you will have to spend precious time renewing
your membership before you can register, and you may
find yourself waitlisted rather than registered for the most
popular classes. To see your membership dates, log in and
go to “My OLÉ!” on the website or check the mailing label
on your course catalog.
Campus Map: UAA has a new, interactive map of the
campus that should help you find your way around:
https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/map/.

Presenter: Zoe Oakley
Modern Dwellers (Metro Mall, 530 E. Benson Blvd.)
11:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Limited to 12 participants per section
Fee: $25.00, payable at registration
Section 1: January 15, 2018
Section 2: January 22, 2018

Cheese
Presenter: Helen Howarth
Fromagio’s (3555 Arctic Blvd. C4)
11:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Limited to 12 participants per section
Fee: $25.00, payable at registration
Section 3: January 22, 2018
Section 4: January 29, 2018
The choice is yours: decide if you want to taste chocolate or cheese. You may take one class, but each class is
offered twice, with the hope that everyone will have a
chance to taste something. For chocolate tasting, choose
either January15th or January 22nd (Sections 1 or 2); for
cheese tasting, choose either January 22nd or January 29th
(Sections 3 or 4).
Did You Know?
– Any OLÉ! member can start a Shared Interest Group
(SIG). It’s easy: On the OLÉ! website, click on “Shared
Interest Groups (SIGs)” in the Main Menu. (Be sure to
log in.)
– You can join a SIG at any time. It’s separate from the class
registration process. Just contact the SIG leader directly.
You’ll find contact information on the OLÉ! website under “Shared Interest Groups (SIGs)” in the Main Menu.
(Be sure to log in.)
– You can get answers to your questions about the SIG
program by emailing SIGs@oleanchorage.org.
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Chocolate: Learn about the origin of cacao from farm to
chocolate bar. We will discuss which cacao growing, fermenting, roasting and processing techniques produce the
best chocolate, and we will taste the differences in beans,
nibs and bars. Then we
will learn how to create
first-rate chocolate treats
and make some of our
own. The class will include a drinking chocolate and a boxed truffle to
take home.
From an early age, Zoe Oakley had little affinity for
pastries or desserts. Instead, pure, unadulterated dark
chocolate was the most exquisite taste of all. Zoe became
familiar with the restaurant business through her parents’
work, branched into coffee, and after a time, realized that
coffee and chocolate had a lot in common. She worked in
Ecuador and Belize, learning the cacao story from bean to
bar, a more complicated story than she had realized. That
story and that taste are now the passions she loves to
share with others.
Cheese: Taste your way to an
understanding of how cheese
is classified and made and how
its taste and character depend
on climate, terrain and the
milk from which it is made. The
history, traditions and styles
of cheese making will also be
covered.
Helen Howarth grew up in Alaska where, in the 1960’s,
cheese was a box of Velveeta, and the best fruit came in a
can. Years later, she tasted “real” cheese for the first time,
an imported French Roquefort, and had an experience
similar to biting into a perfect tree-ripened piece of fruit.
The taste was decadent, mouthwatering and sublime.
From that moment on, Helen made a point of visiting
cheese shops whenever she traveled. Driven by indulgent
self-interest (and the hope that other Alaskans liked artisan cheese), she opened Fromagio’s Artisan Cheese seven
years ago.
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Tuesdays

Learn to Read Music

Tuesdays

Sue Riehle, who has taught several recorder classes for
OLÉ!, will continue offering three levels of classes: Learn
to Read Music, for those who do not read music or
learned long ago and need a refresher; Intermediate 1,
for those who can play the music in Unit 6 of Sweet Pipes
Recorder Method Book One fairly well; and Intermediate 2, for those who have more or less completed
the Sweet Pipes Recorder Method Book One.
Participants who have played recorder at some point
or are returning to study with Sue are asked to take
the self-test on the OLÉ! website. To see the music for
the self-test, log on to the OLÉ! website with your user
name and password and from the Main Menu select
“Courses” and then “Current Courses.” Select either
“Learn to Read Music” or “Intermediate 1.” At the bottom of the course description, open the link to “Recorder
Self Test.” After you take the self-test, sign up for the
appropriate course.
If you are new and/or wish to discuss your placement options with Sue, you can reach her at 744-5110 (evenings
and weekends) or email her at s_riehle@hotmail.com. All
classes are taught by Sue at The Horn Doctor, 100 Ingra
Street, upstairs. Sue will have Sweet Pipes Recorder
Method Book One and Sweet Pipes Recorder Method
Book Two available for $8.50 + $.50 postage. You can
also order them from the Musician’s Friend website.

Learn to Read Music
10:00 to 11:15 AM
8 weeks, January 9, 16, 23, 30,
February 6, 13, 20, 27
For those who struggle with Unit 6 of the self-test or
have yet to attempt it. We will start at the beginning of
the Sweet Pipes Recorder Method Book One. If you find
the pace too slow, you are welcome to move into the
Intermediate 1 class at any point.
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Intermediate 1
1:00 to 2:15 PM
8 weeks, January 9, 16, 23, 30,
February 6, 13, 20, 27
For those who can play the exercises in Unit 6 reasonably
well. You do not have to play these like a pro, but they
shouldn’t be overwhelming, intimidating or painful (for
you or your dog). We will work on two- and three-part
music in addition to the material in Sweet Pipes Recorder
Method Book One.

Intermediate 2
11:30 AM to 12:45 PM
8 weeks, January 9, 16, 23, 30,
February 6, 13, 20, 27
For those who have more or less completed the Sweet
Pipes Recorder Method Book One. You should be comfortable down to the low C on your soprano recorder and
able to play high F with minimal difficulty. Perfection is
not the standard, but if the thought of high G makes you
quake, you should consider the intermediate 1 class. This
group will use Sweet Pipes Recorder Method Book Two
and will also work on ensemble pieces for soprano, alto
and tenor. You do not have to be a continuing participant
to sign up for this class.
Sue Riehle has taught privately (sax, clarinet, piano,
recorder) and in school settings since 1978 and has conducted adult vocal and instrumental groups in Alaska and
New Zealand. She enjoys arranging music to fit students’
needs and is enthusiastic about early music and instruments. She firmly believes that it is never too late to enjoy
the camaraderie, teamwork, discipline and joy of making
music.

Virtual Resources at Loussac Library
Presenter: Kristie Nelsen
Loussac Library Computer Room, 3rd Floor
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, January 9, 16, 23, 30
Limited to 20 participants
Learn to get the most out of your Anchorage Public
Library card by using digital services in the library, at
home and on the go. This class will cover how to access e-

books, audio books, music, movies, magazines and more,
all for free.
Prerequisites:
• A smart phone and/or tablet (Kindle, iPad, etc.). You
can bring your own laptop or share one of the library
computers with a partner. Mobile devices are available for checkout for two hours (for use in the library
only).
• A password to your App Store for your mobile device.
• Your PIN # for your device.
• An Amazon account if using a Kindle.
• A current MOA library card before the start of the
course. Have your library card number and PIN with
you. (To get a new library card, you must have a
photo ID and a piece of mail with your mailing address. Library cards expire after three years; make
sure yours is current.)
• Competence navigating a computer screen and
keyboard.
Kristie Nelsen has served as virtual services librarian at
Anchorage Public Library for a decade. Before that, she
was a youth services librarian at APL and development
associate for the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra. Kristie
has provided training on a variety of computer programs
for over 10 years and has presented on digital library
services for the Music Library Association.

Let’s Play Marimba
Presenter: Ellen Partch
Home of Ellen Partch
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, February 6, 13, 20, 27
Limited to 15 participants
Fee: $20.00, payable at registration
Zimbabwean marimba
music – played on a
xylophone-like instrument consisting of a set of
wooden bars struck with
mallets – is easy to play,
even for beginners. In this four-week class, we’ll learn
to play simple rhythms, and slowly layer these atop one
another to produce joyful, energetic music. The $20 fee is

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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to rent the instruments (for classroom use only). To hear
and see a sample of marimba playing, go to https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=AhHO8r2RigQ.
Ellen Partch has been involved with music all her life –
singing, dancing, playing, arranging, accompanying and
leading – and has taught both ukulele and vocal harmony
courses for OLÉ!
Wednesdays
Wednesdays

Crafting a Mystery
Presenter: Keenan Powell
Alaska Heritage Museum at Wells Fargo
(301 W. Northern Lights Blvd.)
9:15 to 10:30 AM
4 weeks, January 10, 17, 24, 31
Mysteries and thrillers, we can’t get enough! Where
did they come from? What is the difference between a
traditional mystery,
cozy mystery, thriller,
psychological thriller
and a suspense novel?
Learn where mysteries
and all their variations
developed. Topics
include the sleuth and
sidekick, the hapless
cop, the old lady with the knitting needles, the broken
watch, the butler did it, country estates, and locked
rooms. We’ll even ponder the existential question, “Why
do they drink so much tea?”
Local attorney Keenan Powell is the author of the
Maeve Malloy series published by Level Best books. Her
published short stories include: “The Velvet Slippers”
in Mystery Most Historical (Wildside Press, 2017); “The
Cattle Raid of Adams” in Busted! Arresting Stories from
the Beat (Level Best Books, 2017); “The Banshee of Adams, Massachusetts” in Snowbound (Level Best Books,
2017); and in 2018, “Muskeg Man” will be published
in Mystery Most Geographical. Look for the release
of Deadly Solution, a murder mystery set in Anchorage,
this coming January.

4

Wednesdays (continued)
Alaska Heritage Museum
Presenter: Tom Bennett
Alaska Heritage Museum at Wells Fargo
(301 W. Northern Lights Blvd.)
9:15 to 10:30 AM
4 weeks, February 7, 14, 21, 28
History, art, anthropology: the Alaska Heritage Museum
at Wells Fargo has it all. Each week museum curator, Tom
Bennett, and collections assistant, Walter Van Horn,
will talk about the collection, some on display and some
behind the scenes.
Tom Bennett is curator and museum manager for Wells
Fargo’s Historical Services at the Heritage Museum and
Library. He has worked in and for museums for three
decades and has contracted to over 30 museums, historical sites, science centers, cultural institutions and design/
fabrication firms. He is an online instructor in exhibitions
for Midwest Conservation Associates and maintains a
mentor relationship with young museum professionals,
visual artists and photographers around the world.
Walter Van Horn is the former curator of collections at
the Anchorage Museum of History and Art and is now
the collections assistant at the Alaska Heritage Museum
at Wells Fargo. Walter has also worked with the Cook
Inlet Historical Society and the Anchorage Pioneer Family
Project.

Writing Your Life Stories
Presenter: Karen Ingraham
Alaska Heritage Museum at Wells Fargo
(301 W. Northern Lights Blvd.)
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
8 weeks, January 10, 17, 24, 31,
February 7, 14, 21, 28
Life review is liberating. It allows us to recognize our
accomplishments, accept our failures and put our life in
context. Ultimately, it leads to greater meaning in our
present life and a future that reflects who we really are.
Recording one’s life stories, however, can be a daunting
task. This course is designed to stimulate our memories,
to help us organize our stories around common themes,
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and to figure out what to do with those finished stories.
It is not about writing technique or style. Participants
will write two pages on a given topic each week, then
share their writing with a small group of classmates. New
themes are introduced each session, so newcomers, as
well as veteran autobiographers, are welcome.
Karen Ingraham is a “Guided Autobiography” enthusiast who now applies her professional experience as an
executive assistant and her English and history education to the task of writing memoirs. She realized the
importance of writing about one’s life when she set out to
describe her parents’ history in Alaska but found very few
written accounts of their adventures.

Alaska Heroines Among Us
Presenters: Various
Alaska Heritage Museum at Wells Fargo
(301 W. Northern Lights Blvd.)
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, January 10, 17, 24, 31
Limited to 45 participants
Dr. Gretchen Bersch will moderate interviews with four
notable women from the Alaska Women’s Hall of Fame
who will each chat informally about her experiences,
ideas and wisdom. These are some of the pioneer women
who were directly involved in shaping Alaska.
• January 10: Dana Fabe has had a distinguished law
career as an attorney and judge in Alaska. She was
the first woman appointed to the Alaska Supreme
Court and the first female chief justice. She was
awarded the national Sandra Day O’Connor Award
in May 2017.
• January 17: Shirley Mae Springer Staten has
promoted human and civil rights through story, song
and the arts and has been an inspiration to countless
people.
• January 24: Sharon Richards was the founder and
organizing energy behind the Anchorage YWCA. She
has had a lifetime of community service and leadership in many organizations, especially nonprofits.

• January 31: Jo Michalski has been a successful
entrepreneur, businesswoman, philanthropist and
educator and is well known for her community involvement and leadership.

Biography Reading and Sharing
Presenter: Ginger Hansell
Alaska Heritage Museum at Wells Fargo
(301 W. Northern Lights Blvd.)
2:30 to 3:45 PM
8 weeks, January 10, 17, 24, 31,
February 7, 14, 21, 28
Read a biography of a person of interest to you and share that individual’s
story with the class. One or two participants per class
period will talk about the book they read, sometimes supplementing the book’s story with pictures, maps or other
materials. Ginger will present at the first session by way of
example, and there will be a signup sheet for subsequent
sessions. The emphasis is on participation, but listeners
are welcome. You read only one biography and get to hear
about all the rest. Any biography of your choice: no autobiographies, please.
Ginger Hansell is a recent transplant from Wisconsin
where she and her husband lived on a farm and raised
draft horses. A graduate of the University of Wisconsin with a masters degree in psychology, she is now a
retired therapist. While in Wisconsin, she participated
in a program similar to OLÉ! called PLATO, Participatory
Learning and Teaching Organization. Her experience in
PLATO inspired her to offer a similar course for OLÉ!  
Thursdays
Thursdays

Artificial Intelligence: How It Works and
How It Affects Us
Presenter: Kenrick Mock
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Main Hall
3031 Latouche Street
9:15 to 10:30 AM
4 weeks, January 11, 18, 25, February 1
Ever wonder what it takes to create all those new com-

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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puter gadgets and interfaces? Do you or your grandchildren play video games? If so, this course may be the one
for you. Kendrik Mock, professor of computer science, will
introduce you to artificial intelligence, discussing heuristic
search, game playing, machine learning, neural networks,
genetic algorithms, intelligent agents, philosophical issues
and the impact of AI on society.
Dr. Kenrick Mock is a professor of computer science
and chair of the department of computer science and
engineering at UAA. Before joining the UAA faculty, he
worked at Intel Corporation as a senior software engineer
and at Unconventional Wisdom, an Internet startup,
as chief technology officer. His research interests are in
artificial intelligence, machine learning, authentication
methods, complex systems, game development and computer science education.

Spanish Conversation for Travelers
Presenter: Noël Nelson
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Classroom
3031 Latouche Street
9:15 to 10:30 AM
8 weeks, January 11, 18, 25, February 1, 8, 15, 22,
March 1
Why travel to another
country? To see beautiful places, different from
our own, to experience
another culture firsthand,
and to communicate
with people who speak a
different language. This
course will focus on listening to and learning to speak
Spanish. In class, Noël will speak mostly Spanish, and
through pictures, gestures, pointing and other nonverbal
methods, will help you to understand and express what
you need or want on your travels. In addition, there will
usually be another Spanish speaker in class with whom
to practice. Active participation is expected. Noël plans
to use prepared PowerPoint slides and to amplify her soft
voice with a microphone. After registering for the class,
please send an email to Noël at steveandnoel@gmail.
com telling her how much Spanish you have studied and
where and when you studied it. Special requests for what
to cover in class are also welcome.
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Noël Nelson, a retired Spanish and ESL teacher, loves
learning and teaching languages. An avid traveler, she
looks for opportunities to converse with the locals wherever she goes and believes strongly that learning even a
little of the language of a country will expand your travel
experience there in many dimensions.

Alaska Roadhouse Stories
Presenter: Various
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Main Hall
3031 Latouche Street
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, January 11, 18, 25, February 1
Explore historic Alaska roadhouses from a variety of perspectives. We’ll cover several along the Iditarod Trail, one
off the tracks in Talkeetna, and two along the Richardson
Highway. Also, an OLÉ! member will share a personal
Alaska roadhouse experience during each class.
• January 11: Roadhouses on the Historic Iditarod
Trail with Dr. Thomas Ely. During his 40+ years
in Alaska, Dr. Ely has worked for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, managing the lands and waters of
several Interior watersheds. Currently he is with
the Anchorage Waterways Council, overseeing the
“Creeks as Classrooms” program and the Citizens’
Environmental Monitoring Program (CEMP).
• January 18: Talkeetna Roadhouse with Sue
Deyoe, executive director of the Talkeetna Historical
Society.
• January 25: Rika’s Roadhouse with Sam Combs,
principal architect with Combs and Combs Architecture in Anchorage. Sam has been involved in historic
building preservation projects around the state.
• February 1: Black Rapids Roadhouse with Annie
and Mike Hopper, owners of Black Rapids Lodge
above the site of the historic Black Rapids Roadhouse at mile 227.4 of the Richardson Highway, In
addition to operating their luxury lodge year round,
Annie and Mike have led efforts to preserve the
original 100-year-old roadhouse building.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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Ore Deposits Related to Plate Tectonics
Presenter: Steve Nelson
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Main Hall
3031 Latouche Street
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, February 8, 15, 22, March 1

Don’t Take My Grief Away From Me
Presenter: Nathan Rogers
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Classroom
3031 Latouche Street
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, January 11, 18, 25, February 1

Have you always wanted to study
basic geology but never had the opportunity? This is your chance to become familiar with the relationship
between plate tectonics and the
formation of various ore deposits, including platinum (Red Mountain), copper (Prince William
Sound, Pebble), zinc (Red Dog), and gold (Donlin).

Society is notoriously poor at both talking about grief and
supporting the griever. This discussion course will cover
grief theory, resources for grievers, and ways in which the
average person can support a grieving friend or relative.
While not a grief support group, participants will be encouraged to discuss this course’s themes and topics from
the perspective of their own life experiences.

Steve Nelson has worked as a geologist since 1975, first
as a research geologist with the U.S. Geological Survey
and later as a geologist with several minerals exploration
companies in Alaska. Steve has also taught as an adjunct
professor of geology at UAA.

Reverend Nathan Rogers has served as the
bereavement chaplain for Providence Hospice since 2011
and frequently speaks and teaches about grief and loss
in the community. He has degrees in music and theology
and uses the two disciplines in his holistic framework for
grief theory and counseling.

Writing Comforting Sympathy Notes and
Obituaries

The Mining Industry: Property Rights,
Environment, Economics and Issues

Presenter: Kathie Tallant
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Classroom
3031 Latouche Street
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, February 8, 15, 22, March 1
Writing sympathy notes and obituaries creates anxiety
for most of us. This class will help you feel confident about
what to say (and what to avoid saying), as well as help
you feel prepared to write an obituary in spite of fatigue
and grief. We will also have some fun reviewing obituaries
that demonstrate what not to do. Participants will write
a sympathy note and an obituary. If time allows, we will
have a question and answer session about grammar and
punctuation.
Kathie Tallant is a technical editor who, until her
retirement, taught writing and grammar classes to scientists at the U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge National Laboratory. She has also been a lecturer at the University of Tennessee, where she taught technical writing.

Presenter: Robert Loeffler
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Main Hall
3031 Latouche Street
1:00 to 2:15 PM
8 weeks, January 11, 18, 25, February 1, 8, 15, 22,
March 1
In this overview of the mining industry, especially as it
exists in Alaska, participants will learn about the exploration and development processes, environmental issues,
industry economics, the permitting/regulatory process,
and policy issues. Why do mines have tailing lakes? What
are acid-rock drainage and metals leaching? How do
exploration companies make any money if they do not
produce ore? We will also address important natural
resource and environmental policy questions about mining and discuss some of the current issues that come up
almost daily in the media.  
Bob Loeffler, visiting professor of public policy at ISER,
the Institute of Social and Economic Research, at UAA,

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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has over 30 years of government, management and
natural resources experience. He has a master’s degree in
environmental engineering from Stanford University and
a master’s degree in city and regional planning from Harvard, and he has taught a variation of this course in the
geology department at UAA, at the UAF Bethel campus
and for the Alaska Miners Association.

A Taste of Home: The Sociology of Food

Let’s Talk: Strategies for Engaging in
Difficult Conversations

Examine the connections between food, culture and society. This course, imagined as a 7-course feast, will evolve
from hors d’oeuvres to dessert, covering topics of culture
and culinary identity. We will explore food through various lenses – authenticity, taste, power, ritual, memory,
fast/slow, fat/thin, traditional/modern, tasty/healthy –
while also looking at local “foodways” as cooks, eaters
and critics. This class is a mouthful, but it will linger on
the palate for a long time to come.  

Presenter: Libby Roderick
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Classroom
3031 Latouche Street
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, February 8, 15, 22, March 1
How can we talk in civil ways
about critical issues like race, class
and gender relations? How do we
respectfully grapple with topics
such as gun control, gay marriage,
immigration and climate change?
Come learn about programs
across the U.S. and at UAA that model strategies for
effectively discussing controversial issues like these. The
focus will be primarily on classroom and campus use, but
the strategies are transferable to other conversational
spaces as well, and the issues are relevant to all who wish
to maintain and support democracy in our nation.
Libby Roderick is the director of the Difficult Dialogues
Initiative, associate director for the Center for Advancing
Faculty Excellence at UAA, and vice chair of the Difficult
Dialogues National Resource Center. She is associate
editor of Start Talking: A Handbook for Engaging Difficult
Dialogues in Higher Education; co-author of Stop Talking:
Indigenous Ways of Teaching and Learning and Difficult
Dialogues in Higher Education; editor of Alaska Native
Cultures and Issues; and editor of Toxic Friday: Resources
for Addressing Faculty Bullying in Higher Education. She
works with faculty in Alaska, throughout the U.S., and in
South Africa to help them successfully conduct difficult
dialogues. Libby is also an internationally recognized,
award-winning singer/songwriter and recording artist:
www.libbyroderick.com.
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Presenter: Zeynep Kiliç
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Main Hall
3031 Latouche Street
2:30 to 3:45 PM
8 weeks, January 11, 18, 25, February 1, 8, 15, 22,
March 1

Dr. Zeynep Kılıç was born and raised in Turkey. After
completing her bachelor’s degree in economics at the
Middle East Technical University, she moved to the U.S.
to attend graduate school in 1993. She completed her
masters and doctorate degrees in sociology at Arizona
State University. Her early work focused on immigration,
belonging and citizenship. Lately she has been exploring
food and culture as her primary research agenda. Her
latest project, a film entitled Tables of Istanbul, has been
supported by grants from private businesses, UAA and
the Fulbright Program, and she is now writing a book
that picks up where the movie left off. Besides dabbling
in filmmaking and book writing, Dr. Kılıç is an associate
professor at UAA where she teaches sociology classes
and dances tango.

Fun and Games
Presenters: Various
First Christian Church of Anchorage, Classroom
3031 Latouche Street
2:30 to 3:45 PM
4 weeks, February 8, 15, 22, March 1
Limited to 36 participants
Ready for some fun? We’ll play a different game each
week. Come learn if you don’t already know how and join
others in playing.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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• February 8: Rummikub with Gretchen Bersch.
Gretchen is a retired university professor who
continues to work nationally and internationally in
adult education. She spends summers at her retreat
center on Yukon Island hosting noted scholars,
courses and retreats, and she is part of a large family
that loves to play games.
• February 15: Five Crowns with Sherri Douglas who
retired from Anchorage Public Library last spring.
She enjoys reading, tap dancing, traveling and hiking, and she learned to play Five Crowns while walking the Cotswold Way almost 20 years ago.
• February 22: Mexican Train with Tam AgostiGisler. Tam was raised in Anchorage and is a longtime teacher and community volunteer. She is now
president of the Anchorage School Board. An avid
traveler and photographer, she and her husband,
Hans Gisler, have three grown children who still
come over to play board games. It’s no surprise that
the theme of the 1975 West High yearbook (when
Tam was co-editor) was “The Games People Play.”
• March 1: Bananagrams with Peggy Kugel. Peggy is
a retired attorney who lives to travel, eat, read, quilt
and walk. She thinks bridge is the best game ever,
but appreciates Bananagrams as the perfect travel
game. Someday she hopes to make a quilt inspired
by the game.
Fridays
Fridays

Aleutian Island People and History
Presenter: Debra Corbett
UAA, Room TBA
9:15 to 10:30 AM
8 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16,
23, March 2
A brief survey of the cultures and prehistory of the Aleutian Islands from the initial peopling over 9,000 years ago
to the early 20th century. Retired archaeologist Debra
Corbett will discuss various archaeological findings from
the past 30 years using language and folklore to better
interpret the results of recent fieldwork.

Fridays (continued)
Before Debra Corbett knew how to spell it, she knew
she wanted to be an archaeologist. She read Hector
Chevigny’s Russian America in high school, and his image
of islands “greenly beautiful, with grass that grows so
long it overhangs the cliffs into the surf,” electrified
her. After completing her bachelor’s degree, Debra
worked in Idaho and Arizona before heading north to
investigate historic sites for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
During her first summer, she went to Adak Island in the
Aleutians, one of the most beautiful spots on earth, and
spent three months in a rat-infested cabin with an inflatable boat. In 1989 she started graduate school at UAF,
and after earning her degree, joined the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Debra participated in the Western Aleutians Archaeological and Paleobiological Project, working
on six islands in the western and central Aleutians. She
retired in 2013 but continues her research and writing on
the prehistory of the Aleutian Islands.

Exploring the World with Google Earth
Presenter: Dorn Van Dommelen
UAA, Beatrice McDonald Hall, Room 232
9:15 to 10:30 AM
4 weeks, February 9, 16, 23, March 2
Limited to 30 participants
Google Earth offers the
most comprehensive set of
publicly-available geospatial data, including 3D
cityscapes, detailed road
maps, panoramic imagery
at street level, historical
imagery, and rich points of
interest such as natural features, weather patterns, and
business locations. This course will introduce participants
to the basics of geographic information systems (GIS)
and some of the more advanced features of Google Earth
Pro and its high-resolution imagery. Note: Students
should be comfortable in a web-based environment and
with downloading and uploading files.
Dr. Van Dommelen is a professor of geography and
international studies at UAA in the department of geography and environmental studies.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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OLÉ! Courses for Winter 2018
Fridays (continued)
Secondhand Sightseeing
Presenters: Various
UAA, Room TBA
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2
• January 12: Alaska to Russia Flight, 2017: Marshall Severson and Dan Billman will talk about their
2017 flight in a light plane to Provideniya, Chukotka, in the Russian Far East. Marshall Severson is
a lifelong Alaskan and retired FAA air traffic staff
manager. He has a long time interest in Russia and
enjoys flying airplanes. Dan Billman is a recently
retired FAA safety team program manager and,
with his wife, Patty, runs the Pointe Lodge at Lake
Louise. Dan has wanted to fly to Russia since the
70’s when he flew photo missions near the Iron
Curtain.
• January 19: Africa: Eberhard Brunner was born and
raised in the heart of the Austrian Alps. While ski
racing in Europe, he was offered a one-year coaching job in the U.S., and he chose Alaska, a decision
he never regretted. In 1965 he became Alaska’s
first full time ski racing coach. Later he operated
a lodge in the
Alaska Range
and logged
thousands of
hours flying
a Super Cub
before switching to photography 20 years
ago. Eberhard won the National Geographic grand
prize for his picture “Serengeti Look Out” and was
named BBC Wildlife Photographer of The Year for
his photograph of a bear smeared by oil from the
Exxon Valdez oil spill. He recently published Alaska
and Africa: Natural Reflections.
• January 26: Israel: Tim Feller has just returned
from his latest trip to Israel, the homeland of his
wife, Racheali. He will give us a heartfelt tour of
this dynamic country with extraordinary accom-
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plishments to its credit, as well as a remarkable history, both ancient and contemporary. Tim may live
in Anchorage now, but he’s an Irishman through
and through. You may have seen him at a ceili or
an Irish music jam, dancing, teaching or playing the
guitar so other folks could dance.
• February 2: Travel
Tips: Want to know
more about Groupon
travel options? supported, self-guided
walking, hiking,
biking, boating tours? canal boat rental? Betsey
Howard doesn›t know the answers, but she knows
people who do. A group of seasoned travelers will
share their tips and recommendations. Retired
Montessori teacher Betsey Howard has been organizing OLÉ’s Secondhand Sightseeing course for
more than six years and planning her own travels
for much longer. She always appreciates learning tips to make her adventures more interesting,
comfortable and affordable.

Understanding Engineering Design
Presenter: T. Bart Quimby
UAA Engineering and Industry Building, Room 309
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2
Limited to 24 participants
When looking at an engineered product, have you ever
asked the question: Why did they make it that way?
In this course, loosely based on the book, To Engineer
is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design by
Henry Petroski, we will explore the kinds of choices
made by design engineers and demonstrate how complex mathematics and scientific principles underlie the
creation of useful things. A number of hands-on activities will be included.
Bart Quimby is a registered professional civil engineer
who has been a design engineer and an educator since
he first came to Alaska in 1978. The majority of his career
was spent as a professor at UAA where he is a retired

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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Fridays (continued)
professor emeritus. Bart is also the author of a textbook
on structural steel design.

Beginning Spanish
Presenter: Cristina Balsimelli Echavarria
UAA, Room TBA
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
7 weeks, January 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16, 23,
March 2
Jump in and learn everyday Spanish vocabulary – for
clothing, body parts, food, meals, colors, numbers, days
and months, etc., – as well as greetings, expressions and
parts of speech in this introduction to conversational
Spanish. The culture and traditions of Mexico and Latin
America will also be explored.
Cristina Balsimelli arrived from Mexico five years ago
with her husband and children. She has a master’s degree
in education and currently teaches at Somos Amigos
Spanish Immersion School. Spanish is her native language.

Behind the Scenes with the Seawolf Debate
Program
Presenter: Steve Johnson
UAA Administrative/Humanities Building, Room 148
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, February 9, 16, 23, March 2
UAA’s Seawolf Debate Program is among the most
competitive debate teams in the world. See the team in
action as it prepares for upcoming debates. Each week,
the debate team will run a practice debate followed by a
debriefing with the coach and a Q and A session with the
program’s director, Steve Johnson. Note: This class will be
held on the east side of campus, so if you are taking a prior
class on west campus, it will be difficult to arrive on time.
Sessions may also run overtime, so plan accordingly.
Steven Johnson, associate professor and director of
debate at UAA, has been involved in competitive debating for over 20 years. He was the first president of the
National Parliamentary Debate Association, served two
terms as chair of the World Universities Debating Coun-

cil, and coached several very successful debate teams. In
2002 and 2005, UAA won the U.S. National Championships, and in 2007, a team from UAA prevailed over 320
teams to reach the semifinal round of the World Universities Debating Championships. At the 2017 U.S. Universities Debating Championships, the UAA squad was tied
with Cornell University for third place, behind only Yale
and Stanford and ahead of Berkeley, Harvard, Princeton
and over 60 other universities.

Update on the Middle East
Presenter: Alex Bortnick
UAA, Room TBA
10:45 AM to 12:00 Noon
4 weeks, February 9, 16, 23, March 2
Last year Alex Bortnick
presented an overview
of the Middle East in
which he focused mostly
on the history of the
area. Now he’s back
with a look at more
recent events.
• February 9: An Overview of the Middle East: a
review of the geography, the impact of Islamic history on current events, the Shia-Sunni divide, and
Islam and modernity.
• February 16: The Syrian Civil War: causes, current status, likely developments and results of the
conflict.
• February 23: The Israel-Palestine Conflict: history, current status, possible developments in the
near future.
• March 2: Other Significant Issues: Kurdistan,
ISIS tomorrow, Iranian activities in the Middle East.
Alex Bortnick taught social studies at East High School
and studied the Middle East and the Ottoman Empire in
college. He has lived in Israel and traveled to Morocco and
Turkey several times.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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OLÉ! Courses for Winter 2018
Fridays (continued)
History of American Comic Books
Presenter: Dean Brovold
UAA, Room TBA
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2
Superman, Batman, Captain America
and oh, so many others. Come learn
about the history of the American
comic book and the people who created them beginning (roughly) in the
1890s all the way up to the current day.
Dean Brovold is the youth services
librarian at Anchorage Public Library’s
Chugiak-Eagle River Branch. He has
worked as a librarian for APL for nearly 28 years and began the graphic novels collection that can now be found
at all library branches. He has been reading and collecting
comics for over 45 years.

Sex, Gender and Society
Facilitator: Nelta Edwards
UAA, Room TBA
1:00 to 2:15 PM
8 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16,
23, March 2
This class will explore ways that sexuality and gender are
socially constructed and consider a few of the pressing
issues related to gender inequality. Because gender privilege and oppression overlap with class, race and sexuality, we will examine the intersections among them.
• January 12: Introduction and Film with Dr. Nelta
Edwards, associate professor of sociology at UAA.
Nelta teaches introduction to sociology, environmental sociology, social stratification, social science
statistics and sociology of the North.
• January 19: Social Construction of Gender with
Dr. Clare Dannenberg, UAA associate professor
and graduate program administrator, department
of English and anthropology.
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• January 26: Wage Gap with Hilary Morgan, CEO
of YMCA Alaska.
• February 2: TBA
• February 9: LGBTQ Issues with Dr. Mei Mei
Evans, professor of English at APU.
• February 16: Sexual Violence Against Women
with Amber Christiansen Fuller, assistant professor, UAA department of human services.
• February 23: TBA with Libby Roderick, associate director for the Center for Advancing Faculty
Excellence at UAA and vice chair of the Difficult
Dialogues National Resource Center.
• March 2: Violence Against Women in the Media with Dr. Rebeca Maseda, associate professor
of Spanish at UAA.

Social Media Basics
Presenter: Jack O’Ryan
UAA, Room TBA
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2
What exactly is a hashtag?
Why do these advertisements keep auto-playing
on my Facebook feed?
Which filter am I supposed
to use on Instagram? Why
are my grandchildren always on Tinder? How do I tweet? How can I minimize the
risks of using these platforms? Social Media Basics will
answer all these questions and more.
Jack O’Ryan is fully Apple certified and an expert on
IOS, Apple’s operating system, how it works and what
you can do with it. Describing himself as “the wisecracking youngster,” he is excited to teach another course for
OLÉ!.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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Cannabis 101
Presenter: Jen Bersch
UAA, Room TBA
1:00 to 2:15 PM
4 weeks, February 9, 16, 23, March 2
Cannabis, marijuana, weed, grass: This four week class
will outline the history and both the medical and recreational uses of this newly legal, but still controversial,
drug.

Long, dark winter nights – cold, but a stargazer’s delight!
Maybe you’ve looked up at the night sky and wondered
what’s “up there.” In this course you’ll learn to identify
constellations and planets, watch the moon as it moves
through its monthly phases, and follow the motion of the
sun. You’ll also discover why daylight hours in the North
are so wonderfully long in the summer and so extremely
short in the winter.

• February 9: Marijuana: What is it? When did it
come into use? How did it come to be prohibited?
• February 16: Marijuana Today: It’s Not Your
Old Homegrown. What types of marijuana are
currently available and what are their different
effects?
• February 23: Tools and Techniques: How is marijuana ingested?
• March 2: Legal Weed: What is the law in Alaska?
What should one expect when visiting a retail
store? What do the labels on products mean?
Jen Bersch is a third generation Alaskan, born and
raised in the state. She is a stylist and esthetician and has
owned Salon DaVinci for the last ten years. Her passion
is health and wellness, and she has advocated at the national level for safe cosmetics and environmentally conscious practices in the beauty industry. Jen’s interests are
broad, from community theater to car racing. Her interest
in cannabis stems from its use to support wellness and
healing. She is also a sales representative with the Alaska
Cannabis Exchange.

How to Watch the Night Sky
Presenter: Travis Rector
UAA Planetarium and Visualization Theater, Integrated Science Building
2:30 to 4:00 PM
4 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2
Limited to 60 participants

Dr. Travis Rector is an associate professor in the department of physics and astronomy at UAA. He researches exploding stars in the Andromeda galaxy and has had
many of his deep sky images featured in national magazines. His recent book, Coloring the Universe, includes
many of these images. Dr. Rector was also instrumental in
designing UAA’s Planetarium and Visualization Theater.

International Films with Maija and Michael
Presenter: Maija L. Dreimane and Michael S. Welch
UAA, Room TBA
2:30 to 5:00 PM
8 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16,
23, March 2
This popular OLÉ! class will continue with more stimulating and thought-provoking international films. Participants will be emailed a synopsis and a commentary before
each screening. In class there will be a brief introduction
to each film and an optional discussion afterwards if time
allows.
Maija L. Dreimane and Michael S. Welch have been
active international film aficionados, on both the professional and nonprofessional level, for more than a halfcentury. Michael and Maija delight in unearthing old film
treasures, as well as discovering new gems, and sharing
them with the class.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.
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OLÉ! Courses for Winter 2018
Fridays (continued)
Masterpieces of Literature: Two by
Steinbeck
Presenter: Wayne Mergler
UAA, Room TBA
2:30 to 3:45 PM
8 weeks, January 12, 19, 26, February 2, 9, 16,
23, March 2

Book lover, editor, author and retired Bartlett High School
English teacher, Wayne Mergler, has taught many OLÉ!
courses on great writers of the last three centuries. He
edited The Last New Land: Stories of Alaska Past and
Present. Enrollment in Wayne’s courses continues to
grow as word spreads about his gift for deconstructing
literary masterpieces.

Join Wayne in reading and discussing John Steinbeck’s East of Eden (1952). One of Steinbeck’s most
ambitious novels, this multi-generational saga is set in
the Salinas Valley of California where Steinbeck grew up.
Steinbeck considered this his magnum opus, saying of
it, “I think everything else I have written has been, in a
sense, practice for this.” The second novel for the course
is Tortilla Flat (1935), set in a small town north of Monterey, California, shortly after WWI.   

Hikes and Trips
Behind the Scenes at the Anchorage
International Airport
Presenter: Tony Luiken,
Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport, North
Terminal
Activity Level: Moderate: Able to stand for up to
one hour, climb a few flights of stairs and walk up to
two miles on uneven surfaces.
Limited to 20 participants per section
Visit behind the scenes at the Ted Stevens Anchorage
International Terminal where guide Jeannette Luckey
will outline the day-to-day operations that drive successful passenger service. In the air operations area,

Tony Luiken, airport manager, will describe the airport’s
business model and take participants to observe its cargo
activities. Over 5 million passengers served annually,
500 wide-body jet landings per week, and approximately
15,577 airport and community jobs: How does it all work?
The tour will begin beside the polar bear in the North Terminal. Park in the North Terminal parking lot and bring
your parking ticket in to have it validated.
Section 1: Tuesday, February 20, 2018, 10:00 AM –
Noon
Section 2: Tuesday, March 6, 2018, 10:00 AM –
Noon
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Vote by Mail Tour and Demonstration
Presenter: Barbara Jones
Municipality of Anchorage Election Center, 619 East
Ship Creek Ave.
2:00 to 3:30 PM
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
Activity Level: Easy: Able to stand for up to one
hour and climb a few stairs.
Limited to 50 participants
Beginning with the municipal election on April 3, 2018, Anchorage voters will vote by placing their ballots in a ballot
return envelope, signing the declaration on the back, and
mailing it or placing it in a secure drop box. OLÉ! members
will have the opportunity to tour the MOA Election Center
and see a demonstration of the new Bell and Howell Envelope Intake and Signature Verification System.
Barbara Jones is the Municipal Clerk for Anchorage.

Alaska SeaLife Center Nocturnal Tour
Presenter: Darin Trobaugh
Friday and Saturday, March 9-10, 2018
Alaska Sea Life Center, www.alaskasealife.org
(301 Railway Ave, Seward, Alaska)
Total Cost: $65, nonrefundable, due within five days
of registering. Does not include transportation to
and from Seward.
Activity Level: Easy: Able to handle your own luggage, stand for up to one hour and climb a few
stairs.

Liability Release Required: Download the form
from the OLÉ! website main menu and bring it
with you.
Limited to 24 participants
The first time was so successful we are again offering the nocturnal tour of the Alaska SeaLife Center in
Seward! Participants in this nighttime adventure will
have the aquarium all to themselves after the sun goes
down and the center closes to the public. There will be
a behind-the-scenes tour of the center conducted by
interpretive and animal care staff members who will share
their knowledge of Alaska’s marine ecosystems and offer
unforgettable opportunities for animal observation and
interaction. Guests will also be allowed to explore the
exhibits at their leisure. Sleeping arrangements are “bring
your own” sleeping bag, pillow, pad, air mattress or cot
and claim your spot on the floor. (Staying in a local hotel
is not an option). This trip is open to OLÉ! members and
their guests; nonmember guests can register by contacting Member Support at 231-0095.
Schedule: Arrive at the Alaska SeaLife Center at 5:00
PM, Friday. After a welcome talk with the education staff
at 5:15 PM, members will break into chaperoned groups
for a safety talk and scavenger hunt in the center. A pizza
dinner onsite and two unique programs with the education staff will follow. On Saturday morning, participants
will be served muffins and given time to explore the center
on their own before departing for Anchorage.

Register online at www.OleAnchorage.org. Need Help? Call Member Support at 231-0095.

15

OLÉ!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LIFELONG EDUCATION!
P.O. Box 240488
Anchorage, AK 99524-0488
231-0095

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage PAID
Permit No. 107
Anchorage, AK

Membership in OLÉ!
Signing up for membership online is fast, easy, and secure!
Regular membership in OLÉ! is $150 for a full year. Membership entitles a person to take as many
classes as fit into their schedule, space permitting.

To Become a Member or Renew a Membership

If you are or have been a member of OLÉ! and have logged in to the OLÉ! Web site with your
user name and password, you can update your membership by paying with a credit card directly
through the site, which is secured via SSL. Through this function, you can also renew the
membership of some other OLÉ! member.
If you have never been a member of OLÉ! and would like to become one, you can do so by
signing up and paying by credit card through this same secure site. Through this process, you
will also get a username and password that will allow you access to course registration and
other on-line functions.

Visit www.oleanchorage.org for more information.

